GIULIANO     AND     LORENZO         293

travelled with great despatch, for he arrived Li time to super-
intend the arrangements for Lorenzo's funeral, which was
carried out with much magnificence. Gmho then turned his
attention to the matters on account of which he had been sent
to Florence, and here for the first time gave public evidence
of his great ability, for he was completely successful in his
arduous task. The embittered feelings which the misgovern-
ment of Lorenzo had called forth caused the political atmos-
phere to be one of seething discontent. The Fiatescht, led by
Jacopo Salviati, declared the existing method of government
to be too oligarchical, the Ottimati, led by Piero Ridolfi,
condemned it as being too republican, while outside these two
parties were many turbulent spirits who merely aimed at
anarchy. Giulio skilfully avoided identifying himself with
either of the opposing parties, and }ret contrived to please both
of them, while at the same time keeping the real power in his
own hands. And during the five months that he remained in
Florence he lightened taxation, brought the finances into
order, reformed the administration of justice, and restored to
the elective bodies rights of which Lorenzo had deprived them.
Nardi tells us that both his measures end his demeanour gave
general satisfaction. This five months' work on Giulio's part
was in its way a masterpiece in the art of government.

But Cardinal Giulio had other difficulties than these to
surmount. There were very intricate family politics also
through which a way must be found if his chsrished scheme
was ever to bear fruit. By Lorenzo's having died leaving only
a daughter who was a baby a week old, the position of the
family as rulers of Florence had become very precarious, since
Cosimo's branch threatened to become extinct, Lorenzo had
been the only son of Pietro the Unfortunate, and of his two
uncles, Giuliano was dead, and Giovanni was Pope; while
Giuliano's son, Ippolito (then ten years old), as well as
Giulio himself, were both illegitimate. So that this little baby
Catherine was the last legitimate representative of the elder
branch The succession to the headship of the family (and